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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, founded in 1907, seeks to deepen within the Church, 
the sense of social obligation and opportunity to study, from the 
Christian point of view, social problems and their solutions and to pro- 
mote social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation stands for the 
complete abolition of war. The Federation rejects the method of the 
struggle for profit as the economic base for society and seeks to replace 
st with social-economic planning to develop a society without class or 
group discriminations and privileges. In seeking these objectives, the 
Federation does not commit its members to any specific program, but 
remains an inspirational-and educational agency, proposing social changes 


by democratic decisions) not by ‘viblence ss. 
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MESA PROGRAM RESOLUTIONS 


sared and adopted by the 50th Anniversary Methodist Fed- 
on for Social Action Membership Meeting, Washington, D. C., 
¥7-19, 1957.) 


duction 


_ major function of Christianity throughout the ages has been 
sansform current culture through creating a higher system 
lnlues to meet changing problems of changing times. Con- 
2d with this is the seemingly inevitable tendency to take 
asier way and conform to prevailing culture. Glory of the 
tstian faith thas been the ability of Jesus’ followers to main- 
‘the basic values of our Christian heritage and at the same 
| adapt them to new conditions and new problems as they 

. Prophets and martyrs always arise as the contemporary 
e changes, and they struggle to maintain and develop the 
> principles of our faith, often at great cost to themselves. 
The Methodist Federation for Social Action began its work 
}907 to meet the new problems which were arising during 
sriod of crisis. The 1908 General Conference recognized the 
veration, directed that three bishops be appointed to its 
tutive council, and assigned to the organization the follow- 
/ questions for investigation and report in 1912: 


1. What principles and measures of social reform are so evi- 


tly righteous and Christian as to demand the specific ap- < 


val and support of the Church? 

2. How can the agencies of the (then) Methodist Episcopal 

arch be wisely alerted with a view to promoting the prin- 

es and measures so approved? 

3. How may we best cooperate in this behalf with other 

ominations? 

tae can our-courses of ministerial study in seminaries 
conferences be modified with a view to better preparation 


> 


our preachers for efficiency in social_reform? _ — 


We of the Federation maintain we have consistently and 
hfully adhered to this position as an unofficial organization. 
allenge any one to point to instances by chapter and 
a the Federation attempted to “speak for The Meth- 
Shurch.” 

‘be sure, there have been errors of judgment, but not of 
motivation. But the same may be said of our Bishops, 
vidually or collectively. During the fifty years of Fed- 
tory the Church has always been willing to point 
to great advances it has made, such as the Social 
which the Federation first brought to the General Con- 
At the same time, the Federation has served as a con- 
pegoat” when issues were proposed to which the 
whole did not react favorably. But such has always 


the tempo of our civilization ‘inereases there is 
an ever in the history of our Church for prophetic 
m unofficially to the more pressing 


ro. 


thereby committing the Church in any 


way to the opinions expressed. Today there seems to be a ten- 
dency for the forces of reaction to gain control of the Church; 
but this is no time for pessimism or retreat. We must hold fast 
to our faith and speak up with prophetic vision as new crises 
arise. Never in our Church’s history has there been greater need 
for the Federation. We must face the issues of today and of to- 
morrow in the spirit of Jesus. As put by Harry Emerson Fosdick, 
The conviction that a man who is not living in just and helpful 
relations with his fellows by no means whatever can be on right terms 
with God, is one of the great spiritual illuminations, the understanding 


of which cost long centuries of slow and painful progress out of dark- 
ness into light. 


So with humble confession of our past mistakes, but with 
humble pride in our accomplishments during fifty years of his- 
tory, we of the Federation propose to go forward to greater 
accomplishments in bringing Jesus’ teaching to bear effectively 
on the problems of transforming a culture dominated by tech- 
nological, materialistic and militaristic drives, into a continuously 
more Christian way of life. 


It is to the credit of the Federation that our official Board 
of Social and Economic Relations has been established. There 
is a definite place for it in our church life. But this does not 
eliminate the need of the unofficial Federation. There is def- 
inite place for it in our Church life as supplementary (and not 


HELP BACK THIS VENTURE OF FAITH! 
We doubled the size of the Bulletin issue to eight pages 


to give our readers and members a more comprehensive pic- 
ture of the proceedings of the historic 50th Anniversary Mem- 
bership Meeting in Washington, D.C., July 17-19, 1957— 
fifty years after the organization’s birth in the same city in 
1907. Four addresses delivered in Washington are included 
in this issue, together with the full text of program resolu-_ 
| tions. There were other addresses at the meeting by Bishop 
Edgar A. Love as part of the closing communion service at 
Waugh Memorial Methodist Church, Dr. Dillon Wesley 
Throckmorton, Dr. Charles X. Hutchinson, Jr., on “Neglected 
Areas of the Social Creed,” Rev. Wendell Kramer on his re- 
cent trip with Heifers-for-Relief livestock to Southeast Asia, 
the MFSA Membership Secretary, the Social Questions Bul- 
letin Editor on “The Challenge of the Contemporary Scene,” 
and Dr. Harry F. Ward. Dr. Ward, a Federation founder and 
its long-time Secretary, broke long precedent and left his 
Canada vacation cottage to be present and deliver two ad- 
dresses. He gave a valuable historical survey of the fifty-year 
life of the Federation: its origins, mandate, relations to Gen- 
eral Conference, basic purposes and emphases and program 
from the outset and across the decades. Future publication of 
Dr. Ward’s historical presentations, is planned. 

Publication of this double-size 50th Anniversary Bulletin 
issue, is a costly venture of faith. As Bulletin reader, you can 
help justify that faith and show your own gratitude for the 
Federation's valiant five decades of social education and 
action, by sending to Box 327, Gresham, Oregon, now a gen- 
erous contribution or dues or renewal payment or Bulletin gift | 
subscription. Please do! 


in opposition) to the official Board, and free from official con- 


nections. 

There are many evidences on the horizon of return to more 
sanity in our thinking and to a more Christian approach ‘to the 
tremendous problems of the day. Our Supreme Court is leading 
ihe way. Congressmen from all sections are giving evidence of 
escape from the fear and hysteria the war fastened on the 
American people. In this advance the Church must take the lead. 
It must stay on the forefront of Christian social action and not 
merely reflect the advances made under leadership of other 
forces. To get our Church away from too much attention to the 
ambulance corps and out on the front lines where the way to a 
higher level of Christian values is being created, the Methodist 
Federation for Social Action has a vital function. With divine 
help we propose to meet our responsibilities faithfully in the 
spirit of our Master and Leader. (Submitted by Prof. John C. 
Lazenby under direction and after discussion and revision.) 


Support Civil Rights 

Segregation must go to make our democracy and Christianity 
real. Segregation must go from the buses, trains, schools, hous- 
ing developments, voting booths, and from the churches them- 
selves. We call for passage by Congress without compromise of 
the civil rights bill adopted by the House (H.R. 6127). 


Abolish Undemocratic Congressional Committees 

To end usurpation of individual rights by wide-ranging com- 
mittees, exposing for the mere sake of exposure, investigating 
where they have no right to legislate, as in the field of. free 
religion protected by the First Amendment; to end persecution 
of American citizens on the un-American doctrine of guilt-by- 
association; to end harassment of citizens by faceless accusers; 
to dissipate the black silence of fear and lift the pressure of 
conformity which stifles the soul of democracy; we call for 
abolition of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
and the Senate Sub-Committee on Internal Security. 


End Nuclear Bomb Tests 

We support the efforts of President Eisenhower and Harold 
Stassen to secure at least a temporary end to nuclear bomb tests; 
and we pray for a permanent end to making and testing the 
bombs, as a beginning step in world disarmament. 

We call attention to: 


The judgment of the British Association of Atomic Scientists 
that 1,000 human beings somewhere in the world, will die of 
bone cancer with every megaton of bombs tested, and that by 
1955 50,000 persons were doomed to such death in decades to 
come, and that more people have been condemned to slow 
suffering and death by further series of bomb tests by Russians, 
British, and Americans since 1955; 


__ The statement of the American Federation of Atomic Scien- 
tists that in some parts of the world the danger point of stron- 
tium 90 hazard has already been passed; 


_ The further warning of 2,000 American scientists of danger 


_ to human reproduction plasma of radioactivity. 


The statement of international scientists last week in Nova 
Scotia that the only way to avert nuclear catastrophe is to avert 
war; 

The testimony of physicist Ralph E. Lapp before the Con- 
gressional subcommittee investigating radioactivity, that a 2,500 
megaton bomb attack would result in 16,000,000 defective births, 
120,000,000 still-births, and 140,000,000 embryonic deaths; 


The appeals to mankind by the Pope, Albert Schweitzer, and 
Albert Einstein for a world conscience against bomb tests be- 


fore it is too late; 


The official position of The Methodist Church (1956 Disci- 


__ pline, #2024—7-end) that: “Because of possible deleterious heredi- 
_ tary effects of atomic radiation and the reported miscalculations 
_ on a previous hydrogen bomb test, we urge discontinuance of 
nuclear explosions by all nations and recommend, instead, the 


velopment of atomic energy for peaceful uses.” 

le is not one of security, but of human survival. 

Pastorial Appointments Across Racial Lines 

n the trend within the Church to appoint Negro 
; ; communities of mixed popula- 

in Los Angeles, Chicago, and W 
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End Costly Military Aid to Foreign Reaction 

We deplore the waste and misuse of funds in our milite 
aid program, as in the military aid given Formosa and Pa 
stan, and dictators in Cuba, Spain, Dominican Republic, and Ce 
tral ‘America. It has been estimated $2,000,000,000 could be sav 
by eliminating this waste of funds. Let our economy mind 
leaders seek such savings rather than cuts in such needed soc 
services as education, health and housing. 


Revise the Undemocratic Walter McCarran Act 

Because: The “quota” system established by the Walter M 
Carraia law is wholly contrary to the Christian belief in hum 
brotherhood; 

Because: Under the Walter McCarran law foreign born m 
aud women, resident in the United States for many years, 2 
sent into exile on technical grounds, or because of alleged pol 
ical dissent, contrary to the American tradition of freedom a 
equal justice; 

Because: By the provisions of the Walter McCarran law t 
rights of naturalized citizens guaranteed by the Bill of Rigl 
are so limited that they become second class citizens; 

Because: The Walter McCarran law in its administrati 
violates civil liberties and constitutional rights, and is a serio 
threat to the security of our foreign born brothers; 

Be it Resolved: 

That Congress should reconsider the law as a whole, @ 
substitute legislatiom based on equal justice for all residents 
the United States. 

Therefore, hearings should be held as soon as possible on t 
bill (H.R. 3364) introduced by Rep. Emanuel Celler and — 
other members of the House. 

Furthermore, Congress should end at once the worst har 
ship—exile inflicted on long time residents, some of whom we 
brought here as young children—by amending the Walter 
Carran law by the addition of a ten year “statute of limitatior 


Secure Adherence to Free Expression by Methodist Publishi 

House 

We deplore the recent action of the editors of our offic 
Methodist publications, Together and New Christian Advoca 
in refusing to accept paid advertisements announcing the 5( 
Auniversary meeting of the M.F.S.A. on the stated basis of t 
resolution of the 1952 General Conference. We believe t 
arbitrary action of the editors is entirely unwarranted and ¢ 
pears to put the Methodist Publishing House in the camp 
those who believe in and practice thought-control. We call 
the Board of Publication to disclaim this action by the edit 
of Together and New Christian Advocate and to reaffirm ¢ 
traditional Methodist support for the great principles of fr 
dom of speech and publication. : 
Commend Supreme Court b- 

We rejoice in the courageous and statesmanlike decisions 
the U. S. Supreme Court on desegregation and on the rights 
witnesses before Congressional committees. We believe in th 
decisions the Court has been true to the finest traditions 


Magna Carta, the English Common Law, and our own Bill 
Rights. “J 


We call upon all Methodists to support and implement th 
decisions to the best of their ability. 


End Government Agency Interference in Intra-Church 
Progressive-Reactionary Cleavage 


For fifty years the M.F.S.A. has labored within the Chur 
seeking to deepen its sense of social obligation and to prom 
social action in the spirit of Jesus. While M.F.S.A. has al 
remained an unofficial agency, on many occasions the Gene 
conference has highly commended that work and in its sessi 
of 1916 and 1924 declared the Federation to be the “auth 
agency of the Methodist Episcopal Church for the purpo. 
raising before the Church the question of the social i 
tions of the Gospel of Jesus.” = 

The unfavorable statements concerning M.F.S.A 
the General Conference of 1952 were a dire: 

a well organized ane expensive propagt 
upon the official delegates by 
together wit 
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dial group of Methodists, the Circuit Riders. It was released 
| before General Conference met, maligning the reputation 
M.F.S.A., and it was sent every delegate by the Circuit 
‘7. 

mm 1956, again just a few months before General Conference, 
her government agency, the Senate Subcommittee on In- 
al Security, released a publication “ 
ting blatantly false charges about the origin and purpose of 
S.A. There is also proof that a public servant in the U.S. 
tte has been guilty of using his senatorial office’ to mail ma- 
lls issued by a religious organization, the Circuit Riders. 
These activities of government agencies, in collusion with 
ious groups, are a dire threat to the American principle of 
sseparation of Church and State, and represent’ an infringe- 
tt on the free exercise of religion. Furthermorej they reflect 
1a the good name of The Methodist Church. 

‘Therefore, we call upon the General Conference of The 
ihodist Church to make the clear pronouncement that The 
thodist Church will not tolerate interference by any govern- 
it agency or official in a religious controversy, which is the 
per business of the Church to settle, and to condemn use by 
ups within the Church of agencies and publications of govern- 
at for propaganda and influence on one side of a church 
itroversy. 

titor’s Note: The resolutions which follow were approved by 
‘meeting in substance and general principle, but referred to 
viduals for rewording and editing.) 


ect Peace and Reconciliation Among the Nations 

‘All the nations have sinned and come short of the glory of 
i, We, a professed Christian nation, have alone dropped atom 
abs on heavily populated areas. Other nations have violated 
ir own principles of peaceful coexistence and self-determina- 
i of nations. 

The Methodist Federation calls upon The Methodist Church, 
| upon our own nation and the nations of the world, to demand 
end to the cold war and an active policy of mutual helpful- 
s among all nations—that all men and women and children 
y secure peace with justice, and become freely able to enjoy 
ir rightful share of the bounteous blessings of God. 

We urge our members and our Church to call upon the gov- 
ments: 


Handbook for Americans,” - 


1. For speedy disarmament, the reuniting of Germany and - 


rea and other divided countries, and the removal of all foreign 
ops from all the countries of Europe and Asia; 

2. For greatly expanded economic help to the neutralist 
ions, such as India, to relieve suffering and hunger, to expedite 
help projects and develop natural resources toward peaceful 
s; 

8. For immediate recognition of the People’s Republic of 
ina and its admission to the United Nations, as a vital step 
yard reducing the world’s tensions and expanding the con- 
ence table of the family of God; 

4. To “Forbid false love of country that blinds us to His call 
lift above the nations the brotherhood of all.” 


vent Another Hungary 

We deplore the tragic events in Hungary of late 1956. We 
h to prevent any future Hungaries. 

Therefore, we call upon the government of the United States 
make every effort to negotiate an agreement with the govern- 
nt of the U.S.S.R. regarding the withdrawal of Soviet troops 
m eastern Europe and the corresponding withdrawal of U.S. 
ops from Western Europe. 


| Exiles and Displaced Persons 

All over the world the misery of innumerable exiles makes 

ckery of the Christian profession of love of neighbor. There 

the “displaced persons” in Western Europe, the Arabs wait- 

in their camps on the borders of Israel, the many who have 

1 from the military dictatorships of Central and South Amer- 

the multitudes crowded together in Hong-Kong. 

The door to the United States, opened briefly to those who 
ed from the Hungarian tragedy, should be opened also for 

others. 

Furthermore, the Hungarians admitted “on parole” should be 

sn the status of legal residents. = 

We call upon Congress for appropriate legislation. 


af 
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Support American Youth 

The youth of the United States, richest country in the world, 
are being denied a first-rate education, adequate vocational 
training and counseling, and sufficient wholesome recreational 
facilities. 

The education and vocational training of American boys is 
being interrupted at the age of 18 for military service. 

The U.S. spends billions in military defense, while neglecting 
its most precious resource and only real defense: a healthy, well- 
educated, well-trained youth. 

Therefore, we call upon Methodists to demand passage of an 
adequate bill for Federal aid to public schools. We further 
urge Methodists to interest themselves in the problem of youth 
and seek the aid of local, state, and federal agencies in com- 
batting juvenile delinquency by providing more sports and rec- 
reational facilities. 


Help Disadvantaged Farm Families 


The Methodist Federation has a concern for all the farm 
families of our country whose standard of living has not kept 
pace with the better standards in urban communities. We call 
upon our members and our Church to urge their legislators to 
enact laws to aid farmers in need. 

We especially call for strict legislation to protect the fam- 
ilies of migrant workers, without whose labor the fruits and 
vegetables would never reach our super-markets and our tables. 
Specifically, we call for: 

1. Strictly enforced wage standards to provide these families 
with adequate compensation to help end their status as second- 
class citizens; 

2. Guarantees of decent transportation from job to job; 

8. Assurance of decent and pleasant housing in the com- 
munities where they work; 

4. Provision for their children of the best and adequate 
schooling in the community; 

5. Action by the churches to welcome these people into their 
communities and to assure them community life in the very 
best American tradition. 


ANNUAL CONFERENCES SALUTE M.F.S.A. 


Rock River Annual Conference, in session at St. James Metho- 
dist Church (Chicago) on Friday afternoon, June 2Ist, adopted 
unanimously the following resolutions: 

“Recognizing that for the past half a century the METHO- 
DIST FEDERATION for SOCIAL ACTION (unofficial) has 
given pioneering leadership in the application of the Gospel of 
our Lord to the problems of modern living; 

And remembering the debt the whole body of the Christian 
church owes this organization for its working out of the early 
statements of the Social Creed, which statement was the basis 
of the Social Creed adopted by The Methodist Church and also 
the basis of the statements of Social Ideals for most of the 
churches; 

And further remembering the contribution made to this or- 
ganization and to this whole field by the constant leadership 
throughout the past fifty years of our brother conference mem- 
ber, Harry F. Ward; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, That the members of the Rock 
River Annual Conference, assembled in its 118th session, send 
Greetings and these words of Appreciation to the Fiftieth Anni- 


versary meeting of the Methodist Federation for Social Action, _ 
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which meeting will be held in Washington, D.C., July 17-19, 

1957." CLARENCE PLOCH, Conference Secretary. 
Also in June the California-Nevada Conference, on recom- 

mendation of its Board of Social and Economic Relations and 


the Conference Section on Christian Social Relations, unanimously 
adopted the following Resolution: 


“In Washington, D.C., in the year 1907, the Methodist F 
eration for Social Service was founded. Through a half cent 
the Federation has pioneered the application of the teachin 
of Jesus to the social order. The Social Creed and the eig 
hour law are products of its labors. We congratulate the Fe 
eration on reaching the half-century mark, and bid it God-spe 
through the years to come.” 


MFSA President’s 50th Anniversary Address 


By REV. DR. LOYD F. WORLEY 


The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial 
fellowship founded in the city of Washington in 1907, has 
never been accorded a fair hearing either by Congressional com- 
mittees who have “listed” it, nor by the Methodist General Con- 
ference. An unfavorable verdict has been rendered in many 
quarters without anything like “due process of law.” The Gen- 
eral Conference of 1908 authorized the Federation to call to the 
attention of the church the more important social issues without 
any intention of committing the church as a whole to the opinions 
expressed by the Federation. We of the Federation maintain we 
have conscientiously adhered to this position and we challenge 
anyone to point to chapter and verse where the Federation at- 
tempted to “speak for The Methodist Church.” 


Some important issues have been in the nature of criticism 
of The Methodist Church itself; but self-criticism is a part of 
the genius of Protestantism. When the matter of the unification 
of three branches of Methodism was being discussed, opposi- 
tion was expressed in the Church South because of apprehen- 
sion of Northern “liberalism.” As ia matter of fact the end result 
has been just the opposite. The whole church has become in- 
fected with a conservative attitude towards minorities; and to- 
wards freedom of inquiry and of speech. Church bureaucracy 
has become more top-heavy with the contribution of regimenta- 
tion and programming from the South, and the average church 
and pastor have been burdened with directives to the point 
where there is neither time nor energy for study and activity 
expressing social concern. 

One is justified in asking the reason for the alleged persecu- 
tion of the Methodist Federation. In general, I have heard it 
said that at a certain period in the last decade the MFSA leader- 
ship was following the “communist line.” Personally I am not 
too well qualified to judge what is and what is not the “com- 
munist line.” I do profess some competency in a somewhat more 
established philosophy which might be called the “Christian 
line.” I have never read every single statement by every Fed- 
eration leader, but thus far I have never had any evidence 
which convinced me of any other motive than that of advancing 
“the Christian line” in thought and action. I have repeatedly 


_ challenged critics to offer contrary evidence, and up to the pres- 


ent the most they could offer was second or third hand hearsay 
gossip, entirely without adequate foundation. 

I have no desire to whitewash anyone, including myself, 
from having at times exercised bad judgment. I made such an 
admission publicly before the General Conference of 1952. But 
sometimes bad judgment and high motivation have teamed up 
together. That is the most which can honestly be said in con- 
demnation. Probably most of the bad judgment was collected 
in a certain “file” of rather limited proportions of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. The unsupported nature 
of this “file” was exposed in the hearing granted Bishop Oxnam. 
Previous to the General Conference of 1952 the Federation file 
was published and distributed widely. I have written evidence 
in my possession showing collusion in this matter between the 
Methodist “Circuit-Riders” and the House Committee on Un- 


_ American activities. In this way American tax-payers were the 
victims of governmental interference with a denominational 


‘oversy which resulted in a resolution printed in the 1952 


Conference of 1952 as his authority. When the House Co 
inittee was asked why its 1957 listing included the MFSA, wh 
previously it was unlisted, the Eastland Handbook was cit 
Thus we witness another evidence of the fantastic Washingt 
Merry-go-round which misleads so many churchmen who wot 
normally support the Federation. 

Since one of the functions of the MFSA has been to ra 
issues for discussion and because the matter probably will not 
brought up by another speaker, I would like to offer a persot 
observation on the matter of national security, foreign aid a 
the budget. I would like to offer a suggestion where the bud 
might be cut—a suggestion I have not heard from any govel 
ment agency or official. Last January I was a member of 
evangelistic team to Cuba, arranged by the Boards of Evangeli 
and Missions in cooperation with Bishop Branscomb of the Jat 
sonville area which includes Cuba. The newspapers and mi 
azines in Cuba at that time were printing pictures showing Am 
ican officials making gifts of military arms and equipment 
representatives of the Cuban Dictator Batista. These arms 
no possible stretch of the imagination could contribute to t 
defense of this country against Russian aggression. But these ar 
can and have been used by the Dictator of Cuba in maintaini 
himself in the power he seized by armed force. This situati 
was called to my attention by Cuban Methodist laymen w 
found it difficult to reconcile the message of evangelism w 
the methods of foreign military aid to a man like Batista. T 
first hand observation in Cuba prompted me to inquire ‘el 
where for similar unjustified military expenditures. I did 3 
have to look very far. Trujillo in the Dominican “Republic,” 
being given American arms and like Batista is oppressing — 
own people and threatening neighbors. Similarly the border w 
fare between Honduras and Nicaragua is subsidized by 1 
United States on both sides. These things merely build up 
will against the United States among the democratic forces 
Latin America who see democracy blocked, or even subver 
as it was in Venezuela, by thugs armed with weapons from 


country. ¥ 
Similar aid to Spain is decidedly open to question, for i 
is no more reason to believe Franco would be any readier to f 
for us than he was for Hitler and Mussolini, to whom his t 
were "much closer. And our military aid to Pakistan prom 
India to divert resources from economic development in or 
to maintain a military establishment large enough to ward 
what she considers a potential threat. Formosa is adequately p 
tected by the Seventh Fleet, and our direct military aid 
Chiang is a waste and a danger to peace. It has been sugges 
that two billion dollars might be saved by cutting these qu 
tionable and often pernicious expenditures for military assis 
Much government aid both at home and abroad is being giy 
to the great satisfaction of a State-World hierarchy with he 


quarters at the Vatican in Rome. Circumstances of recent ye 


I have no brief to offer apgtetonse of Russia. I have much 
r 


offer in condemnation ‘ity, respect to the police state oppre: 
W: e 


ar’ from 


os it has become necessary by the sobering experience of a 
e struggle on the parochial bus issue and a parish situation 
olving a mixed marriage. In neither case has there appeared 
be much assistance available through the official Boards and 
meies of the church. Again, the Federation must take the lead 
raising an important issue for discussion and action. 


But fifty years have recorded much progress «in the area of 
dal concern and action. The MFSA was brought into being 
‘ing the financial “Panic of 1907.” Banks were closing and 
rmployment was prevalent. A few years earlier a crisis in the 
1 mining industry had made necessary the intervention of 
sident Theodore Roosevelt. Students of historical economics 
us that the San Francisco earthquake and the reaction of 
Russo-Japanese war so affected the capitalistic system that 
financial panic was the inevitable result. The?disclosures of 
alists like Lincoln Steffens and the writings of Upton Sin- 
tir reinforced the previous prophetic statements of Walter 
aschenbush concerning the basic sickness of our social order 
i created an atmosphere where practical, methodical Meth- 
sists like Worth M. Tippy, Frank Mason North, Harry F. Ward, 
| Robb Zaring and Herbert Welch could organize an oppor- 
iity where churchmen could study, inquire and act for changes 
¢our social order in harmony with the spirit of Jesus. We 
ve a glorious heritage. We can prove worthy of it by strength- 
ng our organization to meet the challenges of the present and 
: future. The foes we fight, to use an expression of Bishop 
‘Connell, “are those which today are the chief hindrances to 
tking society Christian.” 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR REPORTS 
By JOHN M. RAMSAY, Jr.* 


It is rather terrifying to realize that if I had not had four 
ars of student deferment during which to mature in my think- 
z, I might have come to my pacifist convictions on the Korean 
ttlefront. Looking back I can see that the seeds of pacifism 
-re well planted in me long before I took a stand and notified 
7 draft board of my conscientious objections to war. Most 
ung men must make this decision by the time they are nineteen. 

My mind was not made up until I had done four years of 
inking at Berea College and strengthened my position in talks 
th my roommate who strengthened his own reasoning for an 
posite view. Without this time for thought before having 
decide, I would have been drafted and thus been under mar- 
! law when the enlightening came. 

I had time to gather my wits and prepare for the struggle 
fore it came. After notifying the draft board and requesting 
ecial Form 150, there were questions such as describing my 
lief in a Supreme Being and circumstances under which I 
yuld use force, to be answered within a day or two in writing 
lifficult questions that I still cannot answer finally. Then came 
e hearings, appeals, time-limits on everything which meant 
tried trips to the draft board half way across the country. 
id the waiting too, with a I-A (fit to kill) classification con- 
ually hanging over my head. During this time the support of 
ends and the counsel of NSBRO, CCCO, and my church’s 
ace fellowship saved me from depression and technical slip- 
. But the months turned into years and even a favorable 
31 investigation (which accompanies all appeals) failed to 
ing a I-O (Conscientious Objector status). 

Finally an order to report for induction was given. The clerk 
the local Draft Board handed me orders to be responsible 
- those of us going to the induction center from our area. 
is order read “Special confidence being placed in the hon- 

y’ etc,, and yet when it came to recognizing my sincerity 
CO... .? At the induction center a sergeant urged me to 
sonsider my stated stand. He talked of what a fine role I 
d play in the army, the honor and patriotism involved, the 
rtunities. A Major warned me of thé»eonsequences of re- 
ing to take the oath, the stigma attached, the certain jail 
tence—it would affect my whole life. Then a couple of doc- 
poked around me with fingers and questions and finally 
sd the psychoanalyst on me. He tried to break’ my spirit 
left a long list of nasty terms in my selective service file. 
eme Court decision saved me from jail the first round 


hearings, and investigation. In dramatic fashion, after 


my case back to the local board for another round of 


25 


more crises, a I-O classification came at the very last moment 
and then only because so and so knew so and so who saw to 
it that the case was really studied and not just run through 
the mill in the final appeal. 

Does this help you realize what you can do to help our 
young men as they face selective service? First they need to 
realize that they have a decision to make—not to be influenced 
one way or another, but to be helped to realize that there are 
two positions and that each must decide for himself. Secondly, 
they need the legal counsel and addresses of NSBRO, CCCO, 
and their church’s peace fellowships. In this respect the coun- 
seling must be free and part of your duty is to support these 
groups with donations. Finally your friendship is needed to tide 
the young man through all the criticism and disrepute he will 
encounter at an age when he is looking instead for approval and 
respect as he becomes a member of society and leaves home. 
Addresses of importance: 

National Service Board for Religious Objectors (NSBRO) 
401 Third Street, N. W. 

Washington 1, D. C. 

Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors (CCCO) 
American Friends Service Committee 

Walnut Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Peace Fellowship address of your own church may be obtained 
from your pastor. 

I-A—Subject to induction. 

I-A-O—Member of armed forces but refusing to bear arms. 
I-O—Conscientious objector status. 


* Address delivered July 18 at MFSA 50th Anniversary Meeting. 


THE WALTER-M‘CARRAN ACT AT WORK 


By PROF. LOUISE PETTIBONE SMITH* 

It was in the eighteenth century that Benjamin Franklin 
wrote to a friend in Europe: 

“Our country offers to strangers nothing but a good climate, fertile 
soil, wholesome air, free government, wise laws, liberty, good people 
to live among and a hearty welcome.” 

Now in the twentieth century, the welcome we offer is the 
Walter-McCarran Law. This law, passed in 1952 over President 
Truman’s veto, was characterized by Prof. Handlin of Harvard 
as embodying all the worst of the prejudices of the preceding 


years. Since 1900, “anti-alien” legislation had found increasing ° 


favor in Congress. The notorious “Palmer Raids” in which 4000 
people were arrested in various parts of the country at 3 o'clock 
in the morning, and many others were later gathered in from 
restaurants or places of employment, for the most part without 
proper warrant, marked the early 1920's. In the 1930's, the “De- 
portation Special” ran from the West Coast to Ellis Island. In 
1940 the Alien Registration Act was passed. At the war’s end in 
1945, began the repeated arrests and deportation drives, and 
the often illegal questioning and harassment of the foreign-born. 

After the passage_of the law, President Truman appointed_an 
investigating committee to hold hearings across the country. The 
chairman was Philip Perlman, a former Solicitor General of the 
United States, and among the members were Clarence Pickett 
of the Society of Friends, Monsignor O’Grady of Washington, 
D. C., Thomas Finucane, chairman of the Board of Immigra- 
tion Appeals. Some 1700 pages of their 2000 page report on the 
hearings are filled with objections to the bill. The Committee 
declared, as a result of the hearings, that the law “embodied 
policies and principles that are unwise and injurious to the 
nation” and-it “should be reconsidered and revised from be- 
ginning to end.” 

What is wrong with the bill? The quota provisions for ad- 
mission to the country (in spite of the much publicised admis- 
sion of some 200 people a year from Eastern Asia) are based 
on the outmoded racial theories of the earlier law and even go 
beyond them in separating the West Indies from the British 
quota. The visa provisions, including the finger-printing which 
most Europeans find so humiliating, have excluded noted scholars, 
kept families apart and made it necessary to hold various inter- 
national conferences outside the United States. 

But more directly the concern of all believers in the American 
tradition of justice and freedom and especially of all Christians 
are the sections of the law affecting the foreign bom already 


here. According to the Justice Department itself (in a statement — = 


_ —. 
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before a Congressional Committee on appropriations) there are 
more than 700 reasons for the deportation of foreign born non- 
citizens. Obviously many of these are seldom invoked in prac- 
tice; but the number and character of the possible grounds for 
deportation is ridiculous. For many “offenses, the law pro- 
vides no time limit. 

Older laws authorized deportation for political opinion and 
the Walter-McCarran law makes all who were at any time 
members of the Communist Party subject to deportation. One 
man had been a member for one month in the Depression and 
had paid 90 cents dues. He was arrested, taken to the deten- 
tion center to be put on board ship for Finland. A lawyer res- 
cued him at the last moment and pressure from New Hamp- 
shire citizens resulted in the cancellation of the deportation. 
Another man, a refugee from Nazi Germany, joined the Com- 
munist Party on his arrival because it shared and expressed his 
hatred of Hitler. He went to one meeting, found that the Party 
-had many other interests which he did not share, and left the 
Party. Many foreign born joined the Party as young men without 
work in the Depression. Later when jobs were plentiful and 
they married and had children, they dropped out. Some, be- 
lieving it the best instrument for winning justice for labor, 
stayed with it for varying periods. All alike are deportable under 
the Walter-McCarran Law. 

Also. “affiliation” with Communists, without Party member- 
ship, is ground for deportation. Marie Kratochvil, a great-grand- 
mother, was deported at seventy for membership in “the pre- 
decessor of the Communist Party”; she had never joined the 
Party. Giacomo Quattrone in Boston, answered truthfully the 
questions put to him. He had never been a party member; yes, 
he sometimes went to Party meetings in his district when 
the subject announced interested. him; yes, he read the Daily 
Worker occasionally. Had he ever given any money to the Com- 
munist Party? “Well, they always pass the hat around at the 
meetings and you can’t just let it go by you.” He was deported, 
the Supreme Court refusing to review the case. David Hyun, 
of Los Angeles, the architect son of a Methodist minister, an 
out-spoken critic_of Syngman Rhee, was ordered deported to 
South Korea. In his case, the volume of protests, including 
those of Methodist leaders on the West Coast, has delayed the 
deportation and may eventually make it possible for him to re- 
main in this country with his American-born family. 

One of the worst abuses in the present administration of the 
laws is the re-arrest for deportation under the tighter provisions 
of the Walter-McCarran Act in 1957 of men who were success- 
‘fally defended against deportation for political opinion at the 
time of the Palmer Raids in 1920-21. One lawyer in New York 
is currently re-defending six men whom he successfully de- 
fended thirty-five years ago. 

There are technical reasons for deportation also, again with 
harsher provisions and with no time limitation. Walter Baer, 
born in Germany, who passed two bad checks totalling less 
than a hundred dollars in 1919 and 1920, was saved from de- 

| portation to Hitler’s prisons in 1986 by a pardon conditional 
on his continued good conduct—a condition he has fulfilled. But 
the Walter-McCarran Act requires that a pardon be “uncon- 
ditional,” and new deportation proceedings are under way— 
separation from home and family, banishment from the only 
-country he knows for something done nearly forty years ago. 

A recurring ground for deportation is “illegal entry.” Steve 

‘Tandaric was brought here when he was three years old, and 
| grew up in this country. When the war in Spain ine he went 
: to fight against Franco’s tyranny as a member of the Interna- 
tional Brigade. His return to the United States in 1987, like 
that of so many others, was “illegal entry.” In 1945, he was 
jailed for having given Chicago as his birthplace in order to 
get employment in war work, and was pcan deported. A 
_ poem, written by him in prison (now in the files of the American 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, which defended him), 
contains these lines: ; 

“You gave us Lincoln, emancipation with joy, 

forever on. 
Now we travel across a land so wide, in sail-less schooners, 


In his Commentary on Exodus 22; 21-22. John Calvin (John 
_ Wesley said not once but many times that he and Calvin were 
separated only by a “hair’s breadth”) wrote: 


E 2 “There is need for God to set Himself and His guardianship agai 
e injury to foreigners. For they have no one willing to incur ero 3 hat 


to build, to grow 


26 


The humble welders of a nation so great, connect the Pacific w 
the Atlantic... 

New Americans, your task is great, answer the call. 

To our forebears that gave their lives we dedicate ours to carry oI 


Now in 1957 Steve Tandaric is appealing a new deportati 
order for his “illegal entry.” 

In making illegal entry at any time a ground for deport 
tion, the Walter-McCarran Law cancelled an earlier provisi 
that all who entered illegally before 1924 could regularize the 
status. Supposedly secure under that provision, thousands 
foreign born have admitted such entry. In June the Suprer 
Court “affirmed the legality of the change in spite of its a 
parent retroactive character, and a new deportation drive h 
begun which will carry into exile men and women who ha 
been fifty years in America. 

Some of the oppressive sections of the law have in the k 
five years been mitigated by decisions of the Federal Courts 
various sections of the country: the refusal of bail, for i 
stance, and the indefinite detention of deportees in detenti 
centers or county jails, the procedures in hearings, and me 
recently the “Supervisory Parole” requirements which were c2 
ried to the Supreme Court. 

Re-entry can no longer be refused as the law had allow 
to non-citizens returning from Hawaii and Alaska—they are pé 
of the United States! But refusal of re-entry still brings traged 
Rodolfo Lozoya of Chicago went hurriedly back to Mexico b 
cause his mother there had suffered a hheart attack; nine da 
later he was halted at the border, re-entry refused. His wi 
and their seven children are in Chicago—forced to go on relic 

Even when the foreign born become citizens, the Walte 
McCarran Law still threatens their security. A Supreme Cou 
decision of 1943 in the Schneiderman Case, which Wend 
Willkie defended, declaring that membership in the Communi 
Party is not in itself ground for de-naturalization, still stam 
in spite of the declared efforts of the Department of Justi 
to have it reversed; but “concealment of a material fact” (wi 
the Attorney General judge of what facts are “material”) or “lae 
of attachment to the Constitution” are grounds for revokit 
naturalized citizenship. However, the naturalized citizen do 
have recourse to the courts and the government failed last ye 
in its attempt to use the latter ground against Rose Cherni 
Executive Secretary of the Los Angeles Committee for Prote 
tion of Foreign Born. 

There are now pending before the Supreme Court three cas 
testing the constitutionality of sections of the Walter-McCarr 
Act: the case of Charles Rowoldt, 72 year old, deportation f 
previous Communist Party membership; that of Knut Heikinne 
nearing seventy, who faces ten years in prison for not getting I 
papers from Finland promptly enough; and that of the dens 
uralization of Stanley Nowak and Mrs. Maisenberg. Stanl 
Nowak came to America when he was ten; he was naturaliz 
in 1937, In 1938 he was elected to the Michigan State Sena 
A fourth case accepted by the Supreme Court is that of Mi 
Stella Brown which will test the right of a witness. testifyi 
voluntarily in her own defense in denaturalization acon 
to use the fifth amendment. Favorable decisions would affe 
the welfare of hundreds of the foreign born. 7 

Also a bill has been introduced in the House of Represent 
tives by Emanuel Celler and 27 other members amending son 
of the worst features of the law. Under this bill all those ente 
mg under fourteen years of age would be undeportable, ar 
misdeeds twenty years back could not be grounds for deport 
tion. Twenty years is too long, the time should certainly be 1 
duced to ten years. Many serious crimes have a six year statu 
of limitation. Demands for prompt hearings on this bill 
be made to members of the House. 
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»efense and are the more subject to the violence and oppression of the 
vicked since they lack the protections of the native bom... 

But God hastens to bring His help when they are without human 
Gd, and He declares that He will be their vindicator if they are un- 
astly treated.” 


The American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born 
hold its twenty-fifth Annual Conference in December. For 


hty-four years the Committee has worked to defend the. 


its of the foreign born. It is now under attack’ from the 
pmey General of the United States in Washington and from 


the Office of the Attorney General of the State of New York, 
That such a Committee is needed is a reproach to the Church 
of Christ. If that work is further hampered the reproach will 
be the greater. 


* Prof. of Biblical History, Emeritus, Wellesley College; Hon. Co-Chairman 
American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, Member of MFSA 
Pres. Worley’s congregation, she gave this address at MFSA’s 50th Anni- 
versy Meeting, July 17. Respond to her telling analysis of the cruel, 
undemocratic features of the Act by writing your Congressman and Sen- 
ators to support the Celler Bill amending it. 


The Blessed Who Know What They Do 


By REV. LEE H. BALL* 


My friend, Edwin Brown, of the Westlake Methodist. Church, 
leveland, preached a series of sermons last Lent on “The 
id Sayings of Jesus.” I wonder if he included these: (Scrip- 
reading: Matthew 10:16-22; 24; 27-28; 34-39)? 
The text for this morning is: Blessed are they who know 
-t they are doing! : 
The Scripture saying we have read is our Charter of Courage! 
Back in the years of the Great Depression, the Government 
tvened and made work to keep tens of thousands of Amer- 
ss eating. Thus unemployed actors and actresses, for example, 
nd use for their talents. In those far gone years the Federal 
satre Project was presided over by a brilliant and lovable 
erican woman named Hallie Flannagan. One morning a cer- 
United States Senator called Miss Flannagan up and asked 
“ther she could place a certain constituent of his. Miss 
anagan replied, so sweetly, over the phone: “My dear Sen- 
, nothing would make me happier than to place your con- 
zent. But you are a member of the Congress aren’t you?” 
hy of course!” barked the Senator, “What a silly question!” 
ell then, my dear Senator, you should know that there is no 
e Federal Theatre left, to employ your friend or anybody 
“s friend. Congress has just done away with the Federal 
satre!” “Oh . . .” the Senator’s voice trailed off, “was that 
at I was voting against!” 
Some people just plain do not know what they are doing! 
Others do not know because they do not care. 
Someone has written what he calls the Litany of the Apa- 


‘ic. The minister and the congregation alternate with the ~ 


St 
Our church has stood on this same spot for over two hun- 
d years. 

Isn’t that nice. 

The sermons I preach never disturb anyone. 

We like your sermons so much! 

Our Woman’s Society has more money in the bank than any 
sr Woman's Society we know about. 

Isn’t that nice! 

In our Sunday School we teach the Bible from cover to cover. 
Little children are so sweet. . = 

Our deacons are the oldest men in the church. 

It is nice to have such spiritual-looking men. 

Charity begins at home. 

And ends there. 

Our people come of sound New England stock. 

We thank God we are not as other people are. 

Our church had to close because we could not find anybody 
good as we are to keep it going. 

What a shame! 

Still others do not know because they do not want to know. 


James B. Moore, a former minister in the Methodist Church, 
es on “Why Young Ministers Are Leaving the Church.” Re- 
ing to an article in Life magazine some time ago, Mr. Moore 
. ministers are breaking down, not because of overwork, but 
use, under the pressure to conform, they are conforming 
hat they know they ought not to conform to, and this is 
nner conflict that is eating their souls out. Mr. Moore goes 
say: “The average Protestant congregation in America is 
to death of ideas. And a young minister who really has 
soon finds that he has to trim and compromise, or else 
or the rare church (if he can find one) which has in it 
people who are not afraid to think a little.” 

ssed are they who know...” 
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John Ellis Large, in his Lenten book “Think On These 
Things,” tells of a church which stood in the edge of the thea- 
trical district in New York City. Across the street from the 
church was a night club. One day the owner of the night club 
came to see the pastor of the church and said: “I am afraid 
my place is going to be padlocked—we broke some silly rule or 
other. You have a lot of influence around here; will you do 
something for me?” “No,” replied the clergyman, “I will not. 
Your place has as much right to be on the other side of the 
street as my church has to be on this side; but I shall pray that 
presently you may find something more important to be busy 
about. But, my son, if you should be padlocked, I would like to 
have the sign that is over your door.” And that is how a 
church came to have over its entrance a sign reading, THIS 
PLACE IS NEVER DULL. That is a good sign for a church 
to live up to, and the application of religion becomes exciting 
when we know where it should be applied. 


Halford Luccock tells of the interesting announcement made 
by a canon of St. Paul’s Cathedral in London that it had been 
discovered that the Cathedral was moving down Fleet Street 
one inch every hundred years. Many people think the Church 
ought to move faster than that. 

Those who know, possess the requisite courage to apply the 
gospel where it is needed. I think of Bishop McConnell, who 
stood by our Federation so valiantly so long. We all can re- 
call so many of his inimitable stories, and hear still his unfor- 
gettable manner in telling them. You remember his telling of 
receiving a letter from an outraged layman saying that he had ~ 
seen somewhere that the Bishop was listed in 33 “subversive” 
organizations—to which our good Bishop replied. “You must be 
wrong; I am sure that the last time I counted, I belonged to 
97 of them!” And none of us can forget another story he was 
fond of telling on himself, with great enjoyment: another lay- 
man addressed a reproving letter to him, in which several para- 
graphs of adjectives, none of them complimentary, were heaped 
upon the Bishop, until the letter came to this concluding cli-_ 
max—“I think you are a skunk! Yours in Jesus’ name .. .” 

Those who know have the courage to stand. Willard Uphaus, 
who could not be here today, has the courage to stand in New 
Hampshire against the Attorney General, refusing, in good con- 
science, to turn over lists of his speakers and guests at World 
Fellowship, even though he has been adjudged in contempt of 
court, for which the penalty is medieval in New Hampshire— 
not thirty days, or sixty days, or ninety days, or six months in 
prison, but to sit in prison until your will power breaks down 
or your conscience collapses, and you purge yourself of your 
“contempt.” So a Willard Uphaus appeals, and has the courage 
to wait, and go on working, and to hold out all the long way 
to the United States Supreme Court. 

And the Supreme Court at long last begins to vindicate the 
rights of individual American citizens against the persecutions 
of committees of their own government. You may have seen a~ 
recent cartoon in the New Yorker: Two overstuffed: citizens are 
sitting in their club, and one looks up from his newspaper, 
knocks the ash from his cigar, and says to the other, “T tell 
you, Henry, what this country needs is a Supreme Supreme 
Court.” 

Last evening Dillon Throckmorton told some of us that last 
Monday morning his house was shaken by the atomic blast set 
off in Nevada 250 miles away, across the Sierra Nevadas; and — 
he spoke of the fear people in Nevada have of these bomb 
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tests, but of their greater fear of protesting against them, for i 
they protest, they are visited by FBI agents, and are promptly 
told in what unpatriotic category they belong. But if we know 
what these bomb tests threaten to living and future generations, 
we must have the courage to make our Christian protest, in 
the name of God and Humanity. When I went to Madison 
Square Garden to hear Billy Graham, I saw this interesting line 
in the news folder that was distributed to those who were 
attending: “Christians are like tea; for their strength comes out 
when they are in hot water.” A boy was in the habit of half- 
waking at midnight to listen to the town clock strike twelve. 
Those sounds reassured him that all was well, and that the 
universe was running on schedule. But one night something went 


wrong: The clock began to strike . . one . . two . . three 
, > four. . five .. six .. seven. . eight’. . nine . . ten . 
eleven . . twelve. But the clock did not stop; it went on 


striking: thirteen . . fourteen . . fifteen . . sixteen . .” The 
frightened boy jumped out of bed and ran down the hall shout- 
ing, “Wake up, everybody! It’s later than it’s ever been before! 
So it is. We must have courage to do what we know should 
be done—and said. 


Early Christian lore tells the story of an early martyr who 
was haled before a Roman magistrate for his stubborn refusal 
to abide by pagan rites. “Do you know what I can do to you?” 
the ruler asked Diognetius. “You cannot harm me; my life is 
hid with Christ in God,” quietly answered the saint. “I can strip 
you of your possessions,” the inquisitor threatened. “My treasure 
is not of this world, it is in heaven,” was the calm rejoinder. 
“T can exile you to a desolate island” shouted the man who sat 
safe, high up on the judge’s bench. “Nothing can separate me 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus my Lord,” was 
the reply of the Christian. “I-can kill you,” raged the man who 
had the Roman eagles at his back. “You will but send me to 
be with Christ Jesus, my Lord, which is far better,” said the 
other man, whose power was not of this world, but within. 

Doctor Fosdick, in his “Faith for Tough Times,” tells of 
the martyrdom of Polycarp in Smyma, in A. D. 156. The small 
struggling Christian community was terrified by the persecution 
of the proconsul Statius Quadratus, and was heartbroken by 
the death of their leader. But the man who wrote the record 
of it boiled a great matter down into a few words when he 
dated the event. “Statius Quadratus, proconsul,” he wrote, “Jesus 
Christ, King Forever!” 

In that faith we may take courage, and do what we know 
we should. 


FIFTY YEARS AGO 
WHY THE FEDERATION WAS BEGUN 


By DR. LEON L. LOOFBOUROW* 


I can sit on a Sierran mountainside on a sunny afternoon 
and look at the tawny-cinnamon trunk of a big tree. As I think 
of the centuries of its life, and the milleniums of its species I 
can easily imagine a dinosaur coming up and rubbing his scaly 
side against that giant trunk—though I have never been able to 
see Ally Oop astride him. It is almost as difficult to put our- 
selves back to 1900 and see the economic, industrial, social, 
religious conditions which called forth the Methodist Federation. 


In 1900 Andrew Carnegie received $25,000,000 from the 
newly-organized United States Steel—our first giant corporation. 
And he had no income tax to pay on that or other income which 
he had. The average pay of workingmen in this country was 
then between $450 and $500. In other words, Carnegie’s tax 
free income from one corporation was as much as the annual 
wages of 50,000 working men, probably more than were em- 
ployed by U. S. Steel at that time. Translated into midcentury 
terms, these men would receive from $1,200 to $1,500. But then 
you would also multiply Carnegie’s income by the same figure. 
And remember that those U. S. Steel employees worked a 12 
hour day, 7 days a week, and when their shift changed they 
had 24 hours of continuous duty. That was free enterprise! 

And neither industry nor society nor government took re- 
sponsibility for industrial accidents, illness, old age or unem- 
ployment. The men took it all. For years John McDowell was 
oue of the secretaries of the Presbyterian Board of Missions. He 


had lost an arm, and the time came when he had to establish 


the date of the accident, which happened in a Pennsylvania cc 
mine. He found this entry on the companys books: “Today 
mule worth $250 was killed by an explosion. The mule v 
driven by John McDowell.” That was all. A mule was wot 
money, but the arm of a young miner was not worth mentionir 

What were the unions doing about all this? They we 
weak and few. They were fighting for their right to exist. 
case involving peaceful picketing was taken to the U. S. Supret 
Court. The decision was against the right to picket. Oliy 
Wendell Holmes’ was the only dissenting opinion. 

What was the church doing about it? It had opposed slave: 
and was beginning its long fight against alcohol. But these we 
MORAL issues. Regarding social and industrial conditions t 
church was in an age of complacency. The Beecher family h 
taken pride in its reforming zeal and its New Theology. But 
1877 when the eastern railroads reduced wages to about a dol 
a day and.the-men attempted to strike, Henry Wand: Beech 
is reported to have said in Plymouth Church pulpit: “Is 1 
one dollar enough to buy bread? Water costs nothing. And 
man who cannot live on bread and water isn’t fit to live. Wk 
is the use of a civilization that makes men incompetent to li 
under conditions that exist?” The laws of political economy we 
supposed to be ordained by God. John D. Rockefeller could s 
confidently, “God gave me my money.” 

But the revolt of the American conscience was due. It v 
finding expression in the 1890s. Washington Gladden was preac 
ing it in Columbus, Ohio; in 1902 he published Social Chr 
tianity. And in Brooklyn Lyman Beecher was followed by L 
man Abbott. And especially in New York’s East Side Wali 
Rauschenbusch was writing Christianity and the Social Crisis. 

Methodism was no laggard in this fight. Frank Mason Nor 
looking down on Fifth Avenue from the office of the New Yc 
Missionary Society, wrote the new hymn of the city, “Whe 
Cross the Crowded Ways.” Herbert Welch at Ohio Wesley 
was teaching the social awakening. Worth Tippy was preachi 
it in Cleveland. There was George A. Coe at Northwestern. A 
most of all, Harry F. Ward and Francis J. McConnell. The 
were moving spirits in the first Protestant agency for promoti 
the change—the Methodist Federation. Ward wrote the Soc 
Creed, the banner of the new movement, in 1907, the year t 
Federation was organized. This group was prominent in the | 
ganization of The Federal Council of Churches, begun in 19( 
It at once adopted the Social Creed. 

And in California we were in at the start. On what he call 
“the dawning of the twentieth century,” December 29, 18! 
Edwin Markham read to a little group “The Man With the Ho 
David Starr Jordan at once took it up, and lectured over 2 
times on that title. He brought Markham to the Stanford ca 
pus, that the students might know and hear him. (That was t 
beginning of an acquaintance on my part that lasted thirty yea 
And there to lead was Elbert E. Dille, our greatest preach 
pastor, then in his prime. And there was a younger group—E. 
Dennett, George A. Miller (later claimed by the world missio 
Winfred Scott Kelly with his Irish wit and Arthur H. Brig 
who was everlastingly prodding us along, Frank Porter—-Fle 
and I were water boys on that team. 4 

Yes, California Methodists were there fifty years ago. Th 


stood up and were counted. 
* 


Address at Calif.-Nev. Conference MFSA Dinner Meeting, June es 19 


GREETINGS FROM OUR MEMBERS 


Dear Brother Chamberlin: ~ 
It has been my plan to attend the 50th Anniversary Natio 
MFSA meeting, but it is not possible. I enclose $10 to help w 
Anniversary expense. I shall be praying for success. a 
MARY J. TODD McKENZIE, Flori 

= a ee 

Dear Mark: oS 
Enclosed is $60 for Secretary support. Warmest gre 
with a special word to larry Ward. He has been an i 
example of faithfulness rid courage..Yours for peace and fre 
DR. MARY ALICE HOOVER, Tacoma, - 
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